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It’s only when the tide goes out that you 

realise who’s been swimming naked

Warren Buffet
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ACL - Finding Fraud
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How Can ACL Assist With Fraud Detection?
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

STATISTICS Command

Gives averages, value or date spans

Lots of values stored as variables that could be used in filters and scripts
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

DUPLICATES Command

Easy  to use, key is in selection of data and computed fields

Common application is in analysis of duplicate payments

Suppliers may be deliberately double invoicing to exploit control weaknesses

Could also be collusion between AP and Suppliers



Copyright © 2011 ACL Services Ltd. 6ACL Services Ltd.

Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

CLASSIFY / SUMMARIZE Commands

Great for spanning large datasets and seeing the data in a concise way

Take vendor creation/modification

Is the role of K_DUDAK really to create/modify vendors?

Why blanks?

Use in combination with AVERAGE1 variable generated by STATISTICS

Set tolerance boundaries e.g. 20% below AVERAGE1

Sometimes good to view graphically also
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

STRATIFY Command

Good way to quickly see outliers in a large population of numbers

Could be used when viewing expenses
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

FIND Function

Easy  to locate key strings of data in large data sets

Is not case sensitive and also looks within strings

Famous Gym/Taxi scam
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

BENFORD Command

Probability theorem that  makes predictions about distribution of digits in numerical data

Can detect hidden trends occurring in the data

Looks at first few digits of numbers and attempts to predict  expected distribution

Used frequently to detect spending just below authorisation levels

Always worth running to see what it comes up with anything



Copyright © 2011 ACL Services Ltd. 10ACL Services Ltd.

Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

BENFORD Command
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

FILTERS

Allows you to home in on transactions that meet certain conditions

Quick filter allows expressions to be built quickly with no syntax errors

Use variables and functions to make your filters powerful

Any guesses as to what this filter is doing?
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

COMPUTED FIELDS  /  WORKSPACES

Add your own fields to existing data fields

Confirm accuracy of calculations

Store filters as logical computed fields i.e. T or F

For widely used computed fields think about using Workspaces
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Features in ACL that can assist with Fraud Detection

SCRIPTS

Why reinvent the wheel every time?

Share/swap your scripts with your friends!

Easier than you think to create – recorder, log entries, create script from table history

What’s this script doing?
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Where Has ACL Been Invaluable In Detecting 
Fraud?
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Uncovering a massive $70m of fraud

ACL opened a lot of eyes and made us recognise 

the need for a powerful data analysis tool to 

ensure proactive and ongoing monitoring of 

areas such as exception reports and vendor 

encumbrances.

Manager of Fraud Examination, Forensic 

Strategic Solutions

www.acl.com/success

http://www.acl.com/
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Finding >$2m lost revenue in days

A process that uses ACL technology is light years 

ahead of manual sampling. In the past, you’d 

have to hit the lottery to find something big. 

With ACL, we can find the root issues, identify 

trends, and provide our clients with detailed 

results.

VP Operations, CHAN Healthcare Auditors

www.acl.com/success

http://www.acl.com/


Copyright © 2011 ACL Services Ltd. 17ACL Services Ltd.

Detecting 85% frauds before customers affected

ACL has been a crucial resource for our 

organisation. We’ve enhanced audit efficiency 

and productivity, while detecting fraud and fund 

misappropriation with secure faster analysis.

President Audit Department, T.C. Ziraat Bankasi

www.acl.com/success

http://www.acl.com/
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Seven Steps to Jump Start Your Anti‐Fraud 
Program 

Knowing what to look for is critical in building a 
fraud detection program. Excerpted from 
Fraud Detection: Using Data Analysis 
Techniques to Detect Fraud, read examples of 
the types of fraud and the tests used. 

www.acl.com/fraud

Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud

http://www.acl.com/fraud.com
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Learn Three Fraud Tests in Less Than 10 
Minutes

Learn from the ACL specialist presenting this 
short webcast how to run three simple fraud 
tests: finding suspicious numbers, suspicious 
vendors and suspicious bids.  

www.acl.com/fraud

Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud

http://www.acl/fraud.com
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Free eBooks

Advice and real‐life examples of organisations 
applying audit analytics to automate 
compliance and fraud testing. Resources include 
assessment questionnaires to give a snapshot of 
your compliance landscape and help determine 
next steps.

www.acl.com/Bribery
www.acl.com/FCPA

Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud

http://www.acl.com/Bribery
http://www.acl.com/bribery
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Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud

Receive an Audit Analytic Capability 
Assessment 

Global Survey:
What is your Audit Analytic Capability? 

www.acl.com/aacmsurvey

http://www.acl.com/aacmsurvey
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Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud
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Leveraging analytics in the fight against fraud
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